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Foreword 

During 2024, two significant jubilees will be celebrated—100 years since the First Congress of Slavic 
Geographers and Ethnographers in Prague and the publication of the first volume of the monograph 
“Geomorphology” by renowned Serbian geographer Jovan Cvijić (1865–1927), one of the Congress 
initiators. Subsequent Congresses were held in Poland (1927), the Kingdom of Yugoslavia (1930), and the 
Kingdom of Bulgaria (1936). In order to honour these significant anniversaries, the Geographical Institute 
“Jovan Cvijić” SASA from Belgrade, with support of the Cultural Centre “Vuk Karadžić” from Loznica, 
Ministry of Science, Technological Development and Innovation and Ministry of Culture of the Republic 
of Serbia started the initiative to organize the 5th Congress of Slavic Geographers and Ethnographers 
with the aim of gathering eminent foreign and domestic scientists from the field of geography and 
related disciplines.  

Today, exactly 110 years after the initial idea, 100 years after the first Congress, and 88 years after the 
last, Serbia proudly hosted the 5th Congress of Slavic Geographers and Ethnographers, which was held 
in Belgrade from October 23 to 25, 2024. In this way, the Geographical Institute “Jovan Cvijić” SASA 
wanted to continue the tradition of connecting the Slavic peoples, as well as cooperation with the 
broader international scientific community in the sphere of contemporary scientific achievements. 

In this publication, through 20 articles and 81 abstracts, over 170 eminent scientists from 18 countries 
represented their views regarding geographical and ethnological issues. Therefore, this publication 
offers to the readers various interpretations of different topics, including contemporary theoretical and 
methodological approaches in geography, physical-geographical processes and their effects on the 
population, environmental protection, population, economical, historical, and political geography, 
spatial planning, and ethnology.  

The Congress organizers would like to thank all the participants who contributed to the creation of this 
publication through their submissions. Through the works in this publication, the authors present 
current scientific knowledge, open new geographical and ethnological topics, and encourage future 
research and collaborations. 

With this Congress, as well as the accompanying publication, Jovan Cvijić’s vision is being realized, with 
the aim of continuing the tradition of organizing these scholarly gatherings in the future. 
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COMPARING HOUSING POLICIES FOR ROMA COMMUNITIES IN 
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Comparisons are needed to assess the successes and failures of today’s public policies, as 
well as to promote policy learning. This is particularly important in the case of policies for 
low-income and disadvantaged groups such as the Roma, Europe’s largest ethnic minority, 
whose housing conditions starkly contrast with those of the general population wherever 
they reside. Roma families often live in precarious housing in segregated neighborhoods, 
and face significant obstacles to accessing essential services.  

The European Union (EU) Roma strategic framework for equality, inclusion, and 
participation sets common (horizontal and sectorial) objectives and headline targets to 
monitor the achievement of these objectives. Within the four sectorial objectives, one 
objective is to increase the Roma’s access to adequate desegregated housing and essential 
services, and address segregated settlements, closing the gap with other populations. This is 
to be done by reducing housing deprivation, cutting overcrowding, and ensuring access to 
tap water. Correspondingly, the Western Balkan countries endorsed the Roma integration 
declaration, committing, by the time of their accession, to tangible progress in education, 
employment, health, housing, civil registration and non-discrimination. 

This comparative study investigates the approaches of two European countries: Serbia 
(an EU candidate) and Portugal (an EU member) in relation to the Roma's access to 
adequate housing and essential services. To do so we use the so-called integrated EU 
strategic framework on Roma equality, inclusion and participation to compare the range of 
housing programmes that have been formulated across different local settings, trying to 
assess whether they follow the EU recommendation for Roma inclusion. The research 
consists of analysis of relevant academic literature, key communication journals and reports. 
The study will draw out the implications of its findings for urban politics and housing policy. 
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